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Understanding the FBISD Small Business Enterprise Program (SBEP)

The FBISD Small Business Information Sessions will concentrate
on criteria for vendors interested in doing business with Fort
Bend ISD and the Small Business Enterprise Program, which
was adopted by the Fort Bend ISD Board of Trustees. ’

SBEP Participation Goal — 25%

Race & Gender-neutral Program - Open To Participation
’ Without Regard To Race, Color, Sex, Religion, National or
>> Ethnic Origin, Age or Disability




How to Become a Certified Small Business

City of Houston SBE, MBE, WBE, PDBE
e Visit Online certification - https://houston.mwdbe.com/
e Metropolitan Transit Authority (METRO) SBE

For questions regarding METRO Small Business
Certification, please email
Keandra.Brooks@ridemetro.org (I am interested in
becoming certified to do business with Fort Bend ISD)

Port of Houston Authority Enrollment (SBE Certificate)
Email: pgarcia@porthouston.com

US Small Business Administration - SBA 8A (if authorized
by the District for a particular procurement)

Visit https://certify.sba.gov/
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FACILITIES & MAINTENANCE

Terence Thomas, Director

/

Mark Flynn East Zone Manager
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DOING
BUSINESS
WITH FBISD
CRITERIA

VENDOR REGISTRATION

Vendor Registration - To be eligible as a “Small Business” under the SBEP, a

business must adhere to the following criteria:

e Visit the Vendor Registration section in Bonfire
(https://fortbendisd.bonfirehub.com/portal/)

e \Vendor Registration Instructions Link

e Registration Video Assistance https://support.gobonfire.com/hc/en-us



https://www.fortbendisd.com/cms/lib/TX01917858/Centricity/Domain/44/Vendor%20Registration%20Instructions%20005.pdf
https://www.fortbendisd.com/cms/lib/TX01917858/Centricity/Domain/44/Vendor%20Registration%20Instructions%20005.pdf
https://support.gobonfire.com/hc/en-us
https://support.gobonfire.com/hc/en-us
https://support.gobonfire.com/hc/en-us

O P PO RTU N ITI ES https://fortbendisd.bonfirehub.com

purchasing@fortbendisd.com

Project Close Date 1

CSP 26-037AL BP038 Sitework Package 3 - Package A Feb 26th 2026

CSP - 26-037AL B(I:3038 Sitework Package 3 - Package "B" and Package Feb 26th 2026

REP 26-047LB Cheerleader and Dance Team Uniforms, Supplies, Mar 3rd 2026
and Related Items

RFP 26-070RA Microsoft Enrollment for Education Solutions (EES)
RFP 26-057KB Pharmacy Benefit Management (PBM) Administration

https://fortbendisd.bonfirehub.com/portal/


https://fortbendisd.bonfirehub.com/
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FBISD Small Business Enterprise Program Upcoming Events

D
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® ® o | Virtual One-on-One Meetings (visit www.fortbendisd.gov/ to request an

-

appointment)

Virtual Information Session (Visit www.fortbendisd.gov/ for details)
March 25, 2026

Fort Bend ISD’s Small Business Enterprise Program Workshop — April 23, 2026
- 2:00 PM — James Reese Career and Technical Center (12300 University
Blvd., Sugar Land 77479)

Additional information email jeanette.boleware@fortbendisd.gov


http://www.fortbendisd.com/sbep

Small Business Enterprise Program Team
Wrap up

FORT BEND ISD
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SBA Houston Team

Mark Winchester Winston Labbé

District Director Deputy District Director

i

Bobby Bilberry Valerie Maher

Lead Lenders Relations Specialist Lead Economic Development Specialist

Ida Bensoﬁ Jesus Gomez Elizabeth Charles

Business Opportunity Specialist Business Opportunity Specialist Outreach & Marketing Specialist
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Help Americans Achieve the Dream
of Small Business Ownership
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START « GROW « EXPAND « RECOVER

| p—
S BA U.S. Small Business
Administration
_|




Angelina
Austin
Brazoria
Brazos
Burleson
Chambers
Colorado
Fort Bend
Galveston
Grimes
Hardin
Harris
Houston
Jasper
Jefferson
Leon

SBA Houston District Office Footprint

32 Counties Around Houston
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Liberty
Madison
Matagorda
Milam
Montgomery
Newton
Orange
Polk
Robertson
San Jacinto
Trinity
Tyler
Walker
Waller
Washington
Wharton
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[ Whatis a “Small” Business?

Qualify as a small business: Size standards vary by industry and are
www.sba.gov/size-standards generally based on the number of

employees or the amount of annual
revenues the business has.

Size Standards Tool

1 * Manufacturing or processing firm with
‘Wi ElE e 1,500 employees (refinery, aircraft, oil
\. |l . transportation, airline, delivery service).

* Service firm up to $47M (oil/gas support,
software publishing, radio/TV
broadcasting, car rental, trash collection).

Do you qualify as a small business for government contracting purposes?

START

ﬁ
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http://www.sba.gov/size-standards
http://www.sba.gov/size-standards
http://www.sba.gov/size-standards

[ How Does the SBA Help? (4 C’s of the SBA)

Counseling ‘ Capital ‘ Contracting ‘ Crisis

ﬁ
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[Counseling: SBA Resource Partner Network

SCORE /%4

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR BUSINESS

If you are an aspiring entrepreneur or
small business owner looking for:

* Mentorship and advice from
volunteer real-world business
executives—in-person or virtually

» Search mentor profiles

* Free online workshops and
webinars

/——\\%S

AMERICA

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER
TEXAS GULF COAST NETWORK
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON | BAUER

If you’re an aspiring entrepreneur or
small business owner looking for:

https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance

Free business consulting to get
started or grow

Business Research Assistance

Low-cost training on crucial
topics

GHWCC
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DREPAK SUPPORTING WOMEN IN BUSINESS
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If you are an aspiring or current woman
small business owner looking for:

« Comprehensive training and
counseling on a variety of topics in

several languages

* Business advice to level the playing
field against unique challenges or

obstacles

ﬁ

SB)

U.S. Small Business
Administration



https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance

SBA Houston Resource Partner Contacts

Texas Gulf Coast
Small Business Development SCORE Houston
Center (SBDC) 713-487-6565
713-752-8444 https://www.score.org/houston
www.sbdc.uh.edu

UTRGV Veterans Business
Outreach Center
956-665-8931
https.//www.utrgv.edu/vboc/

WBEA Women’s Alliance Women’s GHWCC Women’s
Business Center (WBC) Business Center (WBC) Business Center (WBC)
713-681-9232 713-681-9232 113-782-3777
https://www.wbea- http://www.wbea- https://ghwcc.org/
texas.org/wbea-wbc-core texas.org/alliwbc-1 entrepreneurs/

ﬁ
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about:blank
http://www.houston.score.org/
https://www.utrgv.edu/vboc/
https://www.wbea-texas.org/wbea-wbc-core
https://www.wbea-texas.org/wbea-wbc-core
https://www.wbea-texas.org/wbea-wbc-core
https://www.wbea-texas.org/wbea-wbc-core
https://www.wbea-texas.org/wbea-wbc-core
https://www.wbea-texas.org/wbea-wbc-core
https://www.wbea-texas.org/wbea-wbc-core
http://www.wbea-texas.org/alliwbc-1
http://www.wbea-texas.org/alliwbc-1
http://www.wbea-texas.org/alliwbc-1
http://www.wbea-texas.org/alliwbc-1
http://www.wbea-texas.org/alliwbc-1
https://ghwcc.org/entrepreneurs/
https://ghwcc.org/entrepreneurs/
https://www.sba.gov/local

[ Capital: Need a Business Loan to Start,
Grow, or Expand?

The SBA works with approved
lenders to offer microloans and
SBA-backed loans with:

* Start-up friendly

* Competitive terms

* Lower down payments

* Longer maturities

* Lower risk (for lenders)

* Variety of loan programs

S A U.S. Small Business
' Administration

https://www.sba.gov/loans


https://www.sba.gov/loans

[ FY25 Lending Impact

In , the SBA provided small
businesses access to capital
Loans: | 1,918 |
Total (§): | $1.314Bn |

TOP 5 INDUSTRIES FUNDED BY SBA LOANS

LOAN TYPE # OF LOANS $ TOTAL
7(a) Program 1,806 $1,124,520,100 Accommodation and Food Services $239,244 200
504 Program 112 $190,235,000 Health Care and Social Assistance $196,421,300
504 Third Party 0||[  $266,857,023 e $160,145,400
Microloan Program 32 $940,071 Other Services $115,883,400
Export Funding 27 $47,910,400 Manufacturing $103,347,700

ﬁ
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SBA Surety Bond Guarantee Program

P e

New to Contract Bonding? W'/ _

GC Bonding Your Projects?

A variety of bond types and amounts:

2 Performance

Need Higher Bond Limits?
3 Payment
Posting Collateral Using

Funds Control? 4 Maintenance

For each direct federal contract,
the limit is $14 million.

For each government and private sector
contract up to $9 million.

Paying More than 4%?

ﬁ
S A U.S. Small Business
' Administration

https://www.sba.gov/os


https://www.sba.gov/osg

Qualify for Federal Contracts with Certifications

The SBA works with federal agencies to award at least 23%

of all prime government contracting dollars each year to small
businesses that are certified with the SBA’s contracting
programs. Programs include:

8(a) Business Historically Women-Owned Veteran-Owned
Development Underutilized Small Business Small Business

Program Business Zones Program Program
Program (HUBZone) (WOSB/EDWOSB) (VOSB/SDVOSB)

| p—
S BA U.S. Small Business
Administration
_|

Learn more and determine your eligibility at certifications.sba.gov



[ FY25 Contracting Impact

CONTRACTING DOLLARS

8(a) 30,503,842

Women-0Owned $287,901,467

Veteran-Owned $132,449,233

HUBZone 711,565,302

Small Business

$2,632,132,939

CERTIFIED BUSINESSES

8(a)

Women-Owned

Veteran-Owned

HUBZone

ﬁ
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[Who Can Help?

If you are looking to expand with

government contracting, — et e
APEX Accelerator can help: APEx

* Determine if your business is ready ACCELERATOR
f federal Contra Ctl n UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON | BAUER
of 5 APEX Accelerator

* Help you register in the proper 1455 West Loop South, Suite 890

Houston, TX 77002

places to get involved in the
https://www.uhapex.uh.edu

government marketplace

« Seeifyou're eligible for certifications

ﬁ
S A U.S. Small Business
' Administration



https://www.uhapex.uh.edu/
https://www.uhapex.uh.edu/

Crisis: SBA Disaster Assistance Loans

Each year, the SBA provides billions of dollars in low-interest, long-term disaster loans

to help small businesses, homeowners, and renters recover from declared disasters
Loans may cover:

Q Q J J E CLOSED E
o = N S T=]
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oo i\

[-)
Real Estate Personal Property

Machinery & Equipment

Inventory Active-Duty Military
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Connect and Stay Informed

Website: www.sba.gov/tx/houston Subscribe to Our Email Updates:
www.sba.gov/updates

Email: houston@sba.gov

Follow Us On X: @SBA Houston
Phone: 713-773-6500

Follow Us On LinkedIn: @SBAHouston
Location:
8701 S. Gessner, Suite 1200
Houston, TX 77074

ﬁ
S A U.S. Small Business
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http://www.sba.gov/updates
https://x.com/SBA_Houston
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/sbahouston
http://www.sba.gov/tx/houston
mailto:houston@sba.gov

METROPOLITAN TRANSIT
AUTHORITY

SMALL BUSINESS
CERTIFICATION WORKSHOP

Office of Economic

Business Opportunity




PURPOSE OF METRO’S SMALL BUSINESS
PROGRAM

« To provide
opportunities for small
businesses to
participate in METRO’s
procurement activities




Key Benefits of
Certification

YV VVV
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Certification is free and fast!
Certification lasts up to 3 years

Your firm participation counts towards the small
business goal on Metro contracts

You will be notified of current and upcoming
procurement opportunities

You will have access to free training courses,
seminars, and workshops

SBE Certification is also accepted by Port of
Houston, HCC, Fort Bend ISD, and Houston First
Corporation

Your firm will be included in Metro’s Small
Business Directory




CATEGORIES OF METRO CONTRACTS

o CONSTRUCTION

o PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

(Include Architectural and Engineering)

o GENERAL SERVICES

o SUPPLIES/EQUIPMENT




WHAT QUALIFIES A FIRM AS A SMALL
BUSINESS?

AThe owner’s Personal Net Worth can not exceed
$2.047 Million Dollars

*Anyone that owns at least 5% or more of the company

dThe owner’s gross receipts must comply with SBA’s
Table of Industry Size Standards

*A size standard, which is usually stated in number of employees or average annual
receipts, represents the largest size that a business may be to remain classified as
a small business for SBA and federal contracting programs.

u (NAICS COdeS)North American Industry Classification System

*These are usually a 6-digit number to classify your business based on the
primary type of work the business performs

Check the sba.gov website for more information




NEW APPLICANTS
BASIC REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

(30 days)

» Firm must be in operation for a minimum of 1 year and have at least
$5,000 dollars in revenue

» Each Owner’s Personal Net Worth Statement
» Signed and Notarized Affidavit

» Firm’s Federal Income Tax Return for the last 3 years, along with all
Schedule pages

» Owner’s Federal Income Tax Return for 1 Year

-If the firm does not have 3 years of company taxes, we ask for 2 years
of personal taxes (If firm has beén in business for only 1 year).

» 2 invoices and proof of payment are accepted to show proof of
revenue

> 3 work references

» Copy of the Certificate of formation (Articles to your company)




A—
MErm= SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAM
PERSONAL NET WORTH STATEMENT

{Must be completed by each owner. Make additional copies as necessary)

Complete a form for each partner who has 5% or more ownership in the company. An individual's
personal net worth includes only his or her share of the assets held jointly or as community property
with the individual's spouse.

Section 1. Notes payable to Bank and Others (Use attachments, if necessary. Each attachment must be identified

as a part of this statement and signed.)

MName Date of Birth Spouse’s Name

Name and Address of Note Holders

Original Balance

Current Balance

Payment Amount

How Secured or
Endorsed Type
of Collateral

Residence Address Residence Phone

City, State & Zip Code

Business Name Business Phone

PERSOMNAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT

As of (Date) ) , in determining net worth, EXCLUDE individual ownership interest in
the applicant business and personal residence. If married use only *: of marital assets. Round all
numbers to the nearest dollar.

Section 2. Stocks and Bonds. (Use attachments if necessary. Each attachment must be identified as a part of this
statement and signed) HNOTE: Must be within five (5) days of statement date.

Number of Shares

Name of Securities | Description

Registered Owner

Present Market Value

ASSETS LIABILITIES
Cash on hand and in bank 5 Accounts Payable $
Motes Payable and Others
Savings Accounts S (Describe in Section 1)

IRA or Other Retirement Account 5 Installment Account {Auto) S

Accounts and Notes Receivable b3 Installment Account (Other) S
Life insurance

Cash Surrender Value Only
(Complete Section 7) b3 Loan on Life Insurance 5
Mortgages on Real Estate

(Exclude Business & Personal

Stocks and Bonds Residence){Describe in

{Describe in Section 2) b3 Section 3) $
Real Estate

(Exclude Business & Personal Unpaid Taxes

Residence) (Describe in Section 3) S (Describe in Section 5)

Other Liabilities

Automobile(s) — Present Value b3 (Describe in Section 6) s
REGUIRED
Other Personal Property
(Ex: Furmniture, Jewelry,efc._.) . 0
(Describe in Section 4) s |Total Liabilities 5
Other Assets
(Describe in Section 4) s
Net Worth
0.00 (Total Assets minus Tofal 0.00
Total Assets 5 $ Ligbilities) s

Section 3. Real Estate Owned. (Do not include your personal resident) List each parcel separately. Use
attachments if necessary. Each attachment must be identified as a part of this statement and signed)

Property A

Property B

Property C

Type of Property

(SF) Single Family

(MF) Multiple Family

(L) Land { Acreage

(C) Commercial { Industrial

Form of Ownership
[5P) Separate Property
(CP) Community Property
(JT) Joint Tenancy

[TC) Tenants in Comman

Address

Date Purchased

Purchased Price

Present Market Value

Mortgage Balance

All Other Mortgages / Liens (Include
leans or equity lines of credif)




AFFIDAVIT OF CERTIFICATION
This farm must be signed and roterized for EACH owner

A MATERIAL OR FALSE STATEMENT OR OMISSION MADE IN OONNECTION WITH THIS APPLICATION 15
SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR DENIAL OF CERTIFICATION, REVOCATION OF A FRIOR APPROVAL, INITIATION OF
SUSPENSION OR DEBARMENT PROCEEDIMNGS, AND MAY SUBJECT THE PERSDN AND/OR ENTITY MAKING
THE FALSE STATEMENT TO ANY AMD ALL CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES AVAILABLE FURSUANT TO
APPLICABLE FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS.

L (full name printed), swear or affirm under penalty of law that [ am
[tithe]) of applicnt firm [firm name) and that | have read and
understood all of the guestions in this application and that all of the foregoing informaticn and statement
submitted in this application and its atachments and supporting decuments are true and correct to the best
of my kmowledge, and that all responses to the questions are full and complete, omitting no material
Information. The responses include all material informaticn necessary to fully and accurately identify and
explain the cperations, capabilities and pertinent history of the named firm, 25 well as the ownership and
affiliations thereaf.

I recognize that the information submitted in this application is for the purpose of inducing certification

approval by a government agency. | wnderstand that a gowvernment agency may, by means it deems”

appropriate, determine the accuracy and truth of the statements in the application, and | authorize such
agency to contact any entity named in the application, and the named firm's bonding companies, banking
insttutions, credit agendes, contractors, clients, and other certifying agencies for the purpose of verifying the
information supplied and determining the named firm's eligibility.

[ agree to submit to gevernment audit, examination and review of books, records, dooaments and files, in
whatever form they exist, of the named firm and its affiliates, inspection of its place(s] of business and
equipment, and to permit intervdews of its principals, agents, and employess. | understand that refosal t
permit such inguiries shall be grounds for dendal of certification.

If awarded a contract or suboontract, | agree to promptly and directly provide the prime contractor, if any,
and the Department of Transportation, METRO, or federal funding agency on am ongeing basis, current,
complete and accurate information regarding (1) work performed on the project; [2) payment: and (3)
propased changes, if any, to the foregoing arangements.

I agree to provide written notice to METRO of any material change in the information contained in the
original appliction within 30 calendar days of such change [eg ownership, change in Personal Net
Waorth, etc).

[ acknowledge and agree that any misrepresentations im this application ar in records pertaining to a contract
or subcontract will be grounds for terminating any contract ar suboontract which may be awarded; denial or
revocation of certifimtion; suspension and debarment; and for initiating action under federal and for state law
concerning falze statement, frand or other applicble offenses.

[ cerify that [ am the owner of the above-referenced firm seeking certification a5 a Small Business
Enterprise. | further cerdfy that my personal net worth (excluding personal residence and value of
applicant’s business) does not exceed $2.047million. [ declare under penalty of perjury that
the information provided i this application and supporting documents is true and correct.

Hams Sizmature

Execared on [Date]
The State of

County of

Bafore me, a Notary Public, on this day personally appeared :
lmown to me (or proved o me on the path of) to be the person whose name is subscribed to the
forgning instrument and acknowledzed o me that he executed the same for the purpose and
ronsideration therein expressed.

Given under my hand and zeal of office this day of AD20
l&-“ Notary Public, State of
[PERSONALIZED SEAL)
942
LD
(Print name of Notary Public hers)
My commission expires the day of 20




Recertification

(30 DAYS OR LESS)

= 3 years of company taxes
= 1 vyear of Federal Taxes

= Personal Net Worth Statement

"= Sign and notarized affidavit from each owner
that holds at least 5% or more ownership




Expedited Applicants

(1DAY)

* Copy of Disadvantage Business Certificate (DBE) with
the assigned NAICS Codes

* Copy of Certification Letter with the assigned NAICS
Codes

*We offer reciprocity for to DBE firms Only *
*Please do not submit any other certification in place of DBE*
If you are DBE certified, you will be automatically approve based on the
NAICS codes you’ve already been assigned.




OTHER DBE CERTIFICATIONS ACCEPTED BY METRO

a CITY OF HOUSTON
d U.S. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION- Certified as SEC. 8(a)

a TUCP (Texas Unified Certification Program) or the other
following members:

City of Austin, Small Business Development
Corpus Christi Regional Transportation Authority
« North Central Texas Certification Agency
« South Central Texas Certification Agency

« Texas Department of Transportation
 Unified Certification Program (Out of State DBE)




FAST TRACK APPLICATION
(7 DAYS)

A Houston Minority Supplier Development Council (HMSDC)

Skip you ahead of the line

Copy of HMSDC Certificate or Letter with assigned
NAICS codes.

(3) Years of company taxes or,

(1) Year of personal taxes
Copy of METRO’S Personal Net Worth Statement
Copy of METRO’S Affidavit of Certification




GRADUATED FIRMS

An owner(s) Personal Net Worth exceeds
$2.047 million dollars

The firm(s) gross receipts exceeds the SBA
size standards

An owner(s) may choose to self graduate
their firm by completing Metro’s Affidavit
and stating the specific reason for
graduation; or Metro will graduate the firm
based on the owner(s)Personal Net Worth
or SBA size standards

Once graduation is completed; the firm
may continue participating on a contract
and within the bidding process




CERTIFICATION APPLICATION

METRO application is 100% online
(Only electronic documents will be accepted)

1Go to www.ridemetro.org
* C(lick the Menu at the top right-hand corner
* Click on “About”
* Click on “Business to Business”
* C(Click on “Procurement Opportunities”
* Then scroll down to the METRO Contract Compliance System
* Click “Access B2Gnow”
* Click Apply for/Renew Certification

METRO Contract Compliance System

Apply for certification, access vendor accounts and search the database of

certified vendors.

? Access B2Gnow [




REGISTER AS VENDOR

(1 ACCESS TO ALL SOLICITATION DOCUMENTS

1 AUTOMATIC E-MAILS OF NEW SOLICITATIONS

Odwww.ridemetro.org
» Scroll to the very bottom of page
* Look under “About”
* Click on “Business to Business”
» Scroll down to the middle of page
» Scroll to “Procurement Vendor Login”
« Click on “Create Account”
Then Register as a Vendor

Procurement vendor Login Register online as a vendor with METRO.

Login | Forgot Username | Reset Password

Create Account >




METRO Office Economic Business Opportunity
Contact Information

Shurronda Murray
Manager, Outreach
Shurronda.Murray@ridemetro.org
713-739-4845

Jorge “Alex” Sandoval
Business Development Officer
Jorge.Sandoval@ridemetro.org
713-739-4070

Keandra Brooks
Certification Specialist
713-739-6032
Keandra.brooks@ridemetro.org




OUR MAIN SITE (2) CONTACT SUPPORT

Houston METRO Contract
Compliance System

Vendor Certification

Search and/or join our database of certified vendors

Apply for / Renew Certification

Search Metro SBE Directory

Search TUCP/TxDOT DBE Directory

Search City of Houston Disability Directory

Search VA Veteran & Disability Directory

Account Access

Lookup Vendor accounts or reset user passwords

Account Lookup
Forgot Password

Upcoming Events

View our upcoming events




Dashboard Dispiaying recorss assgrese. wsmeey v || K@y Actions

: A AR Pencin Pencing g Renew/Apply for Certjfication
Confication ppliaions S || meshoohus  dommmn

Take a Training Class )

Status 0 0 1
" Watch 8 Training Video

Certifications —_— fancg eveing

Status 3 0 0

Enhanced Account Security

Cm Center Activate enhanced account security through multi-factor authentication

490N 10 reming you of an upcoming Enhanced account security: OFF

Active Certifications Type Renewal !
City of Houston HUB 10/31/2025 Alerts

1, ¥ your firm holds certifications not isted below. SUDMIS 3 reaUeE: to add tham to your account You can aiso adid date alerts to any ac
renevs

City of Houston MBE 10/31/2025
No Activated Alerts. View Pending Alerts.
City of Houston SBE 10/31/2025

Certification renewsls and UpSates must De submItted t3 the certfication agency with whom your ren
certifying agency outsice of this system for ingtructons. Remember 10 came Dack and update your track

8l is due. For all certfication renewsls listed above. you will need o CONTACE the
ng recerd!







Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Does METRO accept SBE certifications from the City of Houston on contracts?

A: No, METRO only accepts DBE certifications from the City of Houston. Metro offers reciprocity to DBE
firms with any entity. You will need your DBE letter or certificate with the assigned NAICS codes.

Q: Does METRO accept MBE, WBE, or HUB certifications from other agencies?
A: METRO only accepts DBE as reciprocity from other agencies.

Q: Do I need to submit my SBE certificate to Prime Contractors to show proof of my certification?

A: Yes, you can submit your SBE certificate or SBE letter to Prime Contractors to show proof of certification.

Q: Will METRO send a reminder to renew my certification after 3 years?

A: Yes, the OEBO department and the B2GNOW system will send you a reminder to renew certification.

Q: Do I need to be SBE certified to do work with Metro?

A: No, you do not have to be SBE certified to do business with Metro. If you feel your company has the
capacity to prime a contract, go for it! But keep in mind you do have to be Metro certified in order to meet
any goals we have placed on the contracts that are S50k and up.




METRO Office Economic Business Opportunity
Contact Information

Shurronda Murray
Manager, Outreach
Shurronda.Murray@ridemetro.org
713-739-4845

Jorge “Alex” Sandoval
Business Development Officer
Jorge.Sandoval@ridemetro.org
713-739-4070

Keandra Brooks
Certification Specialist
713-739-6032
Keandra.brooks@ridemetro.org
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